
CLIENT COUPLE

STEP

01

Obtain information;  
facts, terms & conditions from 

client & the opponent

Assess The Case; (Best/Worst 
case scenario, cost and time) 

refocus client and case

STEP

02

Out of court settlement  
meeting with both parties  

present or settlement between 
respective lawyers

STEP

03

STEP

04

If there are issues unresolved.  
Go to court and see the judge for a 

conference. Deadlines are set. 
Experts, forensics and attorney for 

child may be appointed

STEP

05

Re-assess the case in light of  
the court conference, refocus 

client and case.

STEP

06 2nd Settlement meeting out of court

STEP

07

Case comes to a complete 
settlement or proceeds to trial. 

Prepare written divorce 
settlement; separation 

agreement; or  
mediated agreement

At anytime in the future 

the parties may do an 

uncontested or 

conversion divorce

After trial or settlement, 
Prepare complete and final 
divorce papers; file divorce 

papers and obtain  
judgement of divorce.

Prepare complete 
divorce settlement 

documents and send 
them to the client.

Upon receipt, file fully 
executed divorce 

papers with the court 
and receive certified 

judgment of divorce to 
send to the client. 


Uncontested Divorce
Parties have an 
agreement as to 
custody and all  
financial issues

Contested Divorce
Parties have no 

agreement; they may 
become amicable; may 

settle or proceed 
towards trial.

Separation
Parties come to an 

agreement in or out of 
court and one needs 
health insurance from 

the other. Uncontested 
divorce needed at 

some point.

Mediation
Parties are amicable 

and open-minded. No 
time frames; not always 

enforceable; 
uncontested divorce 

needed at some point.

7 STEPS OF  
THE SMARTER DIVORCE


